
Shankbone 
 

The shankbone is perhaps the largest and most prominent item on the seder plate and it directly represents the 

most important part of Passover anciently – the Paschal sacrifice.  It is usually roasted or boiled, although roasted 

is preferred since the Paschal sacrifice was to have been roasted.  All meat should be removed.  Unlike other items 

on the seder plate, the shankbone is meant strictly for display.1 

The term zeroa, meaning forearm, was selected because it provides an opportunity to point out how God 

brought the Israelites out from Egypt “with an outstretched arm.”2 
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